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I.  Poetry: (15 Marks)
Read the following poem carefully:

My Big Brother Off to The Army

1.You've always been here for me,
2.But now you are about to leave.
3.I know we fuss and fight,
4.But I love you with all my might.

5.You are my big brother,
6.And there is no other.
7.No one can take your place,
8.And when you leave, there will be this big empty space.


9.We've never been really close,
10.But at least you have not always lived across the coast.
11.Because some big brothers do,
12.I'm really grateful for the 15 years I've lived with you.

13.I remember when I was small, 
14.And I would always fall.
15.You were always there for me,
16.And I know you always will be.

17.You told me not to cry,
18.That it would be ok.
19.Even if I thought you lied,
20.It was like my big brother saved the day.

21.You've made me laugh, you've made me cry,
22.You've even helped me hide some lies.
23.I love you is something I don't tell you enough,
24.But I want you to know
25.When you leave it will be really tough.

26.I don't know how my life will be, 
27.Without you here beside me.
28.You've lived with me for 15 years,
29.But now we're shedding our good-bye tears.

30.I know you have to move out,
31.And start a life of your own.
32.But promise me without a doubt,
33.You will never forget us back home.

Now answer the following questions:
1. What is the theme of the poem? ( 2 Marks)
going to the army/ a brother is leaving home and joining the army / leaving the family and joining the army ( accept any related answer) 
2. What is the tone of the poem? ( 2 Marks)
sad / unhappy / gloomy / lonely  ( accept any related idea)
3. What is the rhyming scheme of the first two stanzas (lines 1-8) of the poem? ( 2 Marks)
abcc    ddee ( students get half the mark if half of the answer is correct)
4. Find evidence from the poem that indicates the age of the poet? ( 2 Marks)
I'm really grateful for the 15 years I've lived with you/ You've lived with me for 15 years ( Accept any one)
5. Describe the relationship between the poet and his/her brother? ( 2 Marks)
They fuss and fight sometimes but the brother is always there for his/her younger brother (Accept any related answer)
6. What does the poet ask his/ her brother to do in the last stanza (lines 30-33)? ( 2 Marks)
He/she asks him not to forget their time together back at home ( Accept any related answer)
7. What kind of a poem is it? ( Circle the correct answer) ( 1 Mark)
a. Narrative

b. Descriptive 

8. How does the poem make you feel? Why? ( 2 Marks)
Accept any reasonable answer from students with justification.
II. Prose (20 Marks)
Read the following story carefully:

The Mirror of Matsuyama

In ancient days, there lived in a remote part of Japan, a man and his wife, and they were blessed with a little girl, who was the pet and idol of her parents. On one occasion, the man was called away on business in distant Kyoto. Before he went, he told his daughter that if she were good and dutiful to her mother he would bring her back a present she would prize very highly. Then the good man took his departure, mother and daughter watching him go.

At last, he returned to his home, and after his wife and child had taken off his large hat and sandals he sat down upon the white mats and opened a bamboo basket, watching the eager gaze of his little child. He took out a wonderful doll and a box of cakes and put them into her outstretched hands. Once more, he dived into his basket, and presented his wife with a metal mirror. Its convex surface shone brightly, while upon its back there was a design of pine trees and storks.

The good man's wife had never seen a mirror before, and on gazing into it, she was under the impression that another woman looked out upon her as she gazed with growing wonder. Her husband explained the mystery and bade her take great care of the mirror.

Not long after this happy homecoming and distribution of presents, the woman became very ill. Just before she died, she called to her little daughter, and said: "Dear child, when I am dead take every care of your father. You will miss me when I have left you. But take this mirror, and when you feel most lonely look into it and you will always see me." Having said these words, she passed away.

In due time the man married again, and his wife was not at all kind to her stepdaughter. But the little one, remembering her mother's words, would retire to a corner and eagerly look into the mirror, where it seemed to her that she saw her dear mother's face, not drawn in pain as she had seen it on her deathbed, but young and beautiful.

One day, this child's stepmother chanced to see her crouching in a corner over an object she could not quite see, murmuring to herself. This ignorant woman, who detested the child and believed that her stepdaughter detested her in return, fancied that this little one was performing some strange magical art--perhaps making an image and sticking pins into it. Full of these notions, the stepmother went to her husband and told him that his wicked child was doing her best to kill her by witchcraft. When the master of the house had listened to his wife's claims, he went straight to his daughter's room. He took her by surprise, and immediately when the girl saw him, she slipped the mirror into her sleeve. For the first time her doting father grew angry, and he feared that there was, after all, truth in what his wife had told him, and he repeated her tale forthwith. When his daughter had heard this unjust accusation she was amazed at her father's words, and she told him that she loved him far too well ever to attempt or wish to kill his wife, who she knew was dear to him. "What have you hidden in your sleeve?" said her father, only half-convinced and still much puzzled. "The mirror you gave my mother, and which she on her deathbed gave to me. Every time I look into its shining surface, I see the face of my dear mother, young and beautiful. When my heart aches--and oh! It has ached so much lately--I take out the mirror, and mother's face, with sweet, kind smile, brings me peace, and helps me to bear hard words and cross looks."  Then the man understood and loved his child more for her filial piety. Even the girl's stepmother, when she knew what had really taken place, was ashamed and asked forgiveness. And this child, who believed she had seen her mother's face in the mirror, forgave, and trouble forever departed from the home.

Now answer the following questions:
A. Complete the following table about the plot of the story. ( 7 Marks)
	The Setting
	Time: Ancient days
(½ Mark Each)
Place: (remote part of) Japan

	Conflict / Problem
	When the man got married to an unkind woman after his wife's death 
( Accept related idea)      (2 marks)


	Climax
	When the stepmother told the man that his daughter was trying to kill her by witchcraft. 
( Accept related idea)   (2 marks)


	Resolution
	When the man discovered that the daughter was not trying to perform witchcraft but was rather looking into the mirror her mother gave her before her death.
( accept related idea)   (2 marks)



B. Now answer the following questions. ( 2 Marks each) 
1.  What do you think of the character of the daughter?

Sad and lonely after the death of her mother/ wise / sensible / feels unloved by her stepmother/ living an unhappy life after her mother's death
(Accept any reasonable answer)
2. Which character from the story do you like most? Give reason(s) for your answer.

Accept any reasonable answer from students with justification.
3. What lesson can you learn from the story?

Appearance could be misleading / one should seek truth and do not judge people without knowledge or understanding of the related circumstances 
( Accept any reasonable answer)
C. Choose the most suitable characteristic from the box below to describe the characters of the story and support with evidence from the text. Note: each characteristic should only be used once. ( 7 Marks) ( 1 mark each)

	Character
	Characteristic
	Examples from the story showing this characteristic

	The Mother
	loving 
	She called to her little daughter, and said: "Dear child, when I am dead take every care of your father. You will miss me when I have left you. But take this mirror, and when you feel most lonely look into it and you will always see me

	The Father


	kind
	the good man / He took out a wonderful doll and a box of cakes and put them into her outstretched hands. Once more, he dived into his basket, and presented his wife with a metal mirror / Then the man understood and loved his child more for her filial piety


	The Daughter


	sad
	But the little one, remembering her mother's words, would retire to a corner and eagerly look into the mirror, where it seemed to her that she saw her dear mother's face, not drawn in pain as she had seen it on her deathbed, but young and beautiful./ When my heart aches--and oh! It has ached so much lately--I take out the mirror, and mother's face, with sweet, kind smile, brings me peace, / helps me to bear hard words and cross looks."

	The Stepmother


	mean 
	his wife was not at all kind to her stepdaughter / This ignorant woman, who detested the child and believed that her stepdaughter detested her in return, fancied that this little one was performing some strange magical art--perhaps making an image and sticking pins into it.


III. Drama ( 15 Marks)

Read the following play and answer the questions that follow.

The Oyster and the Pearl

By William Saroyan

(Daytime at the barber’s shop, Harry Dusen the barber puts a hot towel around the man’s head.  Miss McCutcheon ( the school new teacher) enters with Clay who is holding something in his hands, his sister Roxanna with an assortment of shells and their friend Greeley with a bottle of sea water.)
Clay: I got an oyster here.  Mr. Dusen.

Greeley: Miss McCutcheon claims there ain’t a big pearl in it.

Harry Dusen: ( looking at Miss McCutcheon).  Is she willing to admit there’s a little one in it?

Greeley: I don’t know.  I know I got sea water in this bottle.

Miss McCutcheon: Mr. Dusen, Clay Larrabee seems to believe there’s a pearl in this oyster he happens to have found on the beach.

Clay: I didn’t happen to find it. I went looking for it.  You know Black Rock, Mr. Dusen? Well, the tide hardly ever gets low enough for a fellow to get around to the ocean side of Black Rock, but a little while ago it did, so I went around there to that side.  I got to poking around and I found this oyster.

Harry Dusen: I’ve been here twenty-four years, Clay, and this is the first time I’ve ever heard of anybody finding an oyster on our beach at Black Rock, or anywhere else.  

Clay: Well, I did, Mr. Dusen.  It’s shut tight, it’s alive, and there’s a pearl in it, worth at least three hundred dollars.

Greeley: A big pearl.

 Miss McCutcheon: Now, you children listen to me.  It’s never too soon for any of us to face the truth, which is supposed to set us free, not imprison us.  The truth is, Clay, you want money because you need money.  The truth is also that you have found an oyster.  The truth is also that there is no pearl in the oyster.

Greeley: How do you know? Did you look?

Miss McCutcheon: No, but neither did Clay, and in as much as only one oyster in a million has a pearl in it, truth favors the probability that this is not the million oyster – the oyster with pearl in it.

Clay: There’s a big pearl in the oyster.

Miss McCutcheon: Mr. Dusen, shall we open the oyster and show Clay and his sister Roxanna and their friend Greeley that there is no pearl in it?

Harry Dusen:  Clay, do you mind if I look at the oyster a minute?

Clay: ( handing the oyster to Harry).  There’s a big pearl in it, Mr. Dusen.

Harry Dusen: ( examining the oyster).  Clay… Roxanna… Greeley… I wonder if you’d go down the street to Wozzeck’s.  Tell him to come here the first chance he gets.  I’d rather he opened this oyster.  I might damage the pearl.

( They go out)

Miss McCutcheon: ( her face turns red) What pearl? What in the world, do you think you’re trying to do to the minds of these children? How am I ever going to teach them the principles of truth with an influence like yours to fight against?

Harry Dusen: ( firmly) Miss McCutcheon, the people of this town are all poor.  Most of them can’t afford to pay for the haircuts I give them.  Clay doesn’t really want money, as you seem to think.  He wants his father to come home, and he thinks money will help get his father home.  His father went off- he’s working in Salinas.  ( There is a pause.  He looks at the oyster. Miss McCutcheon looks at it too.) Clay believes there’s a pearl in this oyster for the same reason you and I believe whatever we believe to keep us going.

 Miss McCutcheon: Are you suggesting we play a trick on Clay, in order to carry out your mumbo-jumbo ideas?

Harry Dusen: Well, maybe it is a trick. I know Wozzeck’s got a few pretty good-sized cultivated pearls.

Miss McCutcheon: You plan to have Wozzeck pretend he has found a pearl in the oyster when he opens it, is that it?

Harry Dusen: I plan to get three hundred dollars to Clay.

Miss McCutcheon: Do you have three hundred dollar?

Harry Dusen: Not quite.

The Man: ( getting out of the chair).  I’ve changed my mind.  I don’t want a haircut after all, but here’s a dollar just the same.  ( He hands Harry a dollar, and he himself removes the apron.)

Harry: You don’t have to pay me a dollar for a hot towel.  My compliments.

The Man: That’s O.K. ( He goes to the door.)( He stands a moment, thinking, then turns.) Do you mind if I have a look at that oyster?

Harry Dusen: Not at all. ( handing him the oyster)

( Wozzeck, carrying a satchel, comes in, followed by Clay, Roxanna and Greeley)

Wozzeck: What’s this all about, Harry?

Harry Dusen: I’ve got an oyster I want you to open.

Roxanna: He doesn’t believe there’s a pearl in the oyster, either.

Wozzeck: Of course not! What foolishness!

Clay: There’s a big pearl in it.

Wozzeck: O.K. give me the oyster. I’ll open it.  Expert watch repairer, to open an oyster!

Harry Dusen: How much is a big pearl worth, Wozzeck?

Wozzeck: Oh, a hundred.  Two hundred, maybe.

Harry Dusen: A very big on?

 Wozzeck: Three, maybe.

The Man: (waving with the oyster in his hand) I’ve looked at that oyster, and I’d like to buy it.  ( to Clay) How much do you want for it?

Clay: I don’t know.

The Man: How about three hundred?

Greeley: Three hundred dollars?

Clay: Is it all right.  Mr. Dusen?

Harry Dusen: ( He looks at the man, who nods.) Sure it’s all right.

( The man hands Clay the money)

Clay: But suppose there ain’t a pearl in it?

The Man: There is, though.

Wozzeck: Don’t you want to open it first?

The Man: No, I want the whole thing.  I don’t think the pearl’s stopped growing. 

Clay: He says there is a pearl in the oyster Mr. Dusen.

Harry Dusen: I think there is, too, Clay; so why don’t you just go home and give the money to your mother?

Clay: ( Smiling) Well… I knew I was going to find something good today! ( The children go out. Wozzeck is confused)

Wozzeck: My God ! Three hundred dollars! How do you know there’s a pearl in it?

The Man: As far I’m concerned, the whole thing’s a pearl.

(Curtains down) 

A. Complete the following table about the play. ( 3 Marks) ( 1 Mark each)
	Setting
	Time: Daytime
Place: Barber's shop

	Atmosphere 
	busy – noisy – active – challenging 



B. Who said the following statements and what emotions do they express? Choose from the list below. ( 9 Marks) ( 1 mark each)
	Statement
	Who said it
	Emotion Expressed

	1. 
	A big pearl.
	Greeley
	confidence

	2. 
	What in the world do you think you’re trying to do to the minds of these children?
	Miss McCutcheon
	anger

	3. 
	But suppose there ain’t a pearl in it?


	Clay
	suspect

	4. 
	I knew I was going to find something good today!
	Clay
	happiness

	5. 
	My God ! Three hundred dollars!
	Wozzeck
	astonishment


C. Answer the following questions. ( 3 Marks / 1 mark each)
1. What do you think of the character of Harry?

Helpful and motivating/ tries to help others / children trust him / cares about other people ( Accept any reasonable answer)
2. Which character do you like most? Why?

Accept any reasonable answer with justification
3. In your opinion, why did the man buy the oyster from Clay?

Because he wanted to help Clay / because he believed, there was a pearl in the oyster
(Accept any reasonable answer from students.

End of Exam

MODEL ANSWERS





mean -   loving   -  greedy  –  sad -  kind





        suspect    –     astonishment    –      confidence    –  anger   – grief   -     happiness
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